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economic factors affecting the acceptance of organic agriculture in Tabriz County.

Article history: Methods: The population of this study consists of producers and consumers of Tabriz

Received 29 December 2023 County. The community of producers in the County is composed of 28 person. Due to their

Received in revised form 13 limited number, they were studied in full. In the consumer community, the sample size was
February 2024

Accepted 11 April 2024
Published online 19 June 2024  completed. In order to analyze the data, structural equation modeling was used in Smart

estimated to be 384 person, but to achieve better results, 391 questionnaires were

PLS software and one-sample t-tests and Friedman in SPSS software.
Results: The results of the measurement model indicate that the loads of the observed

Ece():,evg(t);:s; of organic agents with their hidden variables have significant values, and the observed agents have
agriculture, measured their hidden variables well. Also, there is a significant structural relationship
Economic Development, between price perception, providing support facilities, product distribution, product
E(r)?\(:ﬂ(r:ri:?s preparation method, product price, product features, product quality, and willingness to
Tabriz County, pay. The obtained values of T, the average and the upper and lower limits of the factors

Economic factors. affecting the acceptance of organic agriculture from the producers' point of view, had

higher values than the standard set. The results of Friedman's test showed that the price of
the product has the highest importance and the provision of support facilities has the
lowest importance.

Conclusions: Comparing and examining the views of two producer and consumer groups
shows that the economic dimension has had a major effect on the adoption of organic
agriculture. Also, factors such as having high prices for products, costs and prices offered
for a specific brand, an appropriate marketing system, etc. are among the factors that have
affected the economic aspect of adopting organic agriculture.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Economic factors are considered an important factor in determining the adoption of organic
agriculture. However, the existence of problems in the fields of production and marketing has
put organic products at high risk. So that the way of producing organic products leads to an
increase in production costs and an increase in the final price of the products, and then
consumer has to pay a higher price to use these types of products. To achieve this goal,
economic characteristics should be investigated using different indicators and reagents to
determine the effect of each of them on the acceptance of organic agriculture among
producers and consumers. The future of organic products in Tabriz County, depends on the
level of consumer demand and their ability and motivation to pay higher prices for products.
It will offer a new way of thinking about the relationship between health, food, and nature in
life, with its health-giving benefits. However, the lack of financial resources, transportation,
and storage, lack of grading and standardization of products, fluctuating prices, a lack of
awareness of marketing issues, and finally, not having a brand name are among the problems
of marketing organic and healthy products in this County. Therefore, investigating and
knowing the factors affecting the adoption of organic agriculture is important because it can
be effective in setting the marketing plan and increasing efficiency. On the other hand, this
issue in the field of production can cause many material losses due to ignoring the importance
and role of the demand for organic products at different levels of production prevent.

Method

The current research is applied in terms of purpose and is a descriptive-analytical research
based on nature. In order to collect information, two methods of library and field studies were
used. In this research, structural equations (smart PLS) were used to analyze consumers'
views. Also, Friedman and one-sample t tests were used in the analysis of producers' views
using the SPSS 26 software environment.

The population of the research, consists of two groups of producers and consumers of healthy
and organic products in Tabriz County. The community of producers in the county is
composed of 28 person. Therefore, due to their limited number, the whole number was
studied. In the consumer community, due to the lack of clarity of the statistical population,
Cochran's formula was used for unknown communities. Based on this, the sample size was
estimated to be 384 people, but in order to achieve better results and reduce the possibility of
some questionnaires remaining unanswered, the sample size was increased to 400 person.
After that, by referring to four organic product stores in Tabriz County, questionnaires were
completed. Finally, 391 questionnaires were completed and became the basis of the tests.

Results

Examining the load of the reagents shows that the indicators of awareness of the benefits of
buying a product with a specific brand had a factor load of 0.805, providing products in new,
luxurious, and stylish packaging had a factor load of 0.796, and the effect of high prices on
the amount and volume of purchases had a factor load of 0.907. The results of Cronbach's
alpha also indicate that the amount of alpha for all indicators was greater than 0.7. Among
them, the highest level of combined reliability and Cronbach's alpha was related to the index
of willingness to pay, which was estimated to have an alpha reliability of 0.883 and a
combined reliability of 0.857. These values indicate the intensity of the control of
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measurement errors in structural equations. Since the obtained T value is more than 1.96, the
relationship between the exogenous and endogenous variables of the model is significant, and
the power of the model in prediction is relatively acceptable. The highest value of T (5.572) in
the structural model between the variables was related to the provision of support facilities
and willingness to pay. The values obtained for T, the average, and the upper and lower limits
of the factors affecting the adoption of organic agriculture among producers had values higher
than the standard set. The highest value of t is related to the product quality index, whose
average value was evaluated at 6.289. According to Friedman's Test results, all five studied
indicators had a significance level, lower than 0.05. Also, checking the averages shows that
the price of the product is in the first place and the provision of support facilities is in the
eighth place.

Conclusion

Comparing and examining the views of two groups of producers and consumers shows factors
such as having high product prices, costs, and prices offered for a particular brand.
Appropriate marketing systems and designs are factors that have affected the economic
dimension. In order to promote the acceptance of healthy and organic products as well as
create a unique brand for the County's products, it is emphasized that the government, by
creating legal protections and facilitating the naming and branding of these products, will
create the necessary platforms for the production of the final product and packaging.
Therefore, with the economic growth in the villages, these points can follow the position of
the province in economic development, job creation, and the prosperity of exports. Therefore,
the acceptance of organic agriculture and its development requires necessary platform that
should be provided for it and the price risk be reduced so that organic products can be
produced at a fair price.
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