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A Lacanian Analysis of Bidel Dehlavi’s Story of the Picture: A
journey from self-identification to alienation and symbolic self-
destruction
Mahnoosh Vahdati*

Abstract

The current study attempts to discuss one of the most mysterious and
enchanting stories of Bidel Dehlavi, his autobiography, from a Lacanian
psychoanalytical perspective. The primary goal is to scrutinize the
psychoanalytical evolution of the story’s main character based on three
significant Lacanian stages of the unconscious: the Mirror Stage, the
Symbolic Order, and the Real Order. In addition, the psychoanalytical
portrayal of the main character is reflected in the light of Lacanian concepts
of Fantasy, the Other, Lack, Objet petit a, and Castration. The Lacanian
subject in Bidel’s story encounters a huge void. To fill this gap, he strives
to identify himself with the other or the picture that his friend, Anub, has
painted. The shattered subject discovers himself in the harmonious and
perfect image and strains to recover his lost identity in the flawless picture.
The subject is unaware that by entering the Symbolic Order, he would
suffer alienation and distortion. Hence, by clinging to Fantasy, he
endeavors to keep the illusion of being perfect. However, by stepping into
the Real Order and facing the trauma of this stage and the impossibility of
symbolizing his pains, he commits symbolic suicide and breaks the chain
of recurring signifiers. The findings of the current study indicate that the
main character (Bidel) passes through the Mirror Stage with an imaginary
identification of himself, then faces the alienation of the Symbolic Order,
and in the Real Order, as a psychotic subject, he is baffled between Fantasy
and Reality and commits a symbolic suicide.

Keywords: Bidel Dehlavi, Jacques Lacan, Fantasy, Objet petit a, Lack,
Castration.
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. Imaginary Order
. Mirror Stage

. Symbolic Order
. Real Order

Ego

. The Other

Lack

. Trauma

Subject

. Object

. Signifier

. Image

. Objet petita

. Narcissistic

. Alienation of the Self
. Gaze

. Subject and Object
. The Ideal I

. The Big Other

. The Little Other

. The Ideal Object

. Nom du Pere (The name of the father)
. $ (The Split or Barred Subject)
. Symptom

. The Split Subject

. Binary Opposition

. Castration

. Lack of Object

. Neurosis

. Castration Complex
. Erotic

. Psychotic

. Hallucination

. Delusion

. Chain of Signifiers
. Repression

. A Form of Denial

. Méconnaissance

. Misrecognition

. Independence

. Becomes a Subject
. Imago
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43. Self-identification

44, Self- alienation

45. Symbolic self — destruction
46. Second Self

47. Deconstruction

C‘-’U“’

Ml e 1) (bt lleled S el e, 2 (VVAY) (olos Jow

ALa ol OB sl (2 (VT2 Y) e o0

055 9 0kys e e 5 OB 500k BT 8)l)0 Jliz i (VT 1) dugls (g3 et
Alis w5 oolyeay 2o

o di . solas Jaw yais oz (Syme e goly Slae 10 (6w (VVAY) dilae 9 s
YVYY-YYa ¥®

Bozovic, M. (1992). The man behind his own retina. Everything You
Always Wanted to Know About Lacan (but Were Afraid to Ask
Hitchcock). Verso Books.

Eagleton, T. (2008). Literary Theory: An Introduction (3rd ed.). Univ of
Minnesota Press.

Gorton, K. (2008). Theorizing Desire: from Freud to Feminism to Film.
UK: Macmillan.

Homer, S. (2004). Jacques Lacan. In Routledge eBooks.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203347232

Lacan, J. (1977). Ecrits: A Selection (A. Sheridan, Trans.; 1st ed.).
Tavistock Publication.

Lacan,J. (1988).The Seminar of Jacques Lacan: Book I: Freud’s Papers
on Technique (J.-A. Miller, Ed.; Forrester, Trans). Cambridge
University Press.

Lacan, J. (1999). The Seminar of Jacques Lacan: On Feminine Sexuality,
the Limits of Love and Knowledge (J.-A. Miller, Ed.; B. Fink, Trans.;
1st ed.). Norton and Company.

Payne, M. (1993). Reading Theory: An Introduction to Lacan, Derrida
and Kristeva. http://ci.nii.ac.jp/ncid/BA20061613

Quigley, T. R. (2009). A brief outline of psychoanalysis - freud.
http://timothyquigley.net/vcs/freud.html

Zizek, S. (2007). How to Read Lacan. In W.W. Norton eBooks.
http://ci.nii.ac.jp/ncid/BA84409779

Zizek, S. (2013). Enjoy your symptom! In Routledge eBooks.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203699270

References In Persian

Yy


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jpll.32.97.317
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24766925.1403.32.97.22.2
https://system.khu.ac.ir/jpll/article-1-4407-fa.html

[ Downloaded from system.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-07 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.24766925.1403.32.97.22.2 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jpll.32.97.317 ]

395 (bl o 355 g (SO 4y (ouwlidbdgs 51 (g w15l Ju € 3 guci (bl 3 S (g S99 g

Bidel Dehlavi (2013). Four Elements. by Sayyed Zia Al-Din Shafie,
Tehran: Hoda Institute.[In Persian]

Makarami, Hassan (2022). A Description of Lacan's Television.
Tehran: Neshaneh. [In Persian]

Nasio, J.D. (2022). Five Lessons on the Psychoanalytic Theory of
Jacques Lacan. Translated by Mehdi Khorian and Narges
Sharifzadeh. Tehran: Neshaneh. [In Persian]

Valipour, Abdullah (2014). Walking through the Meanings of Sonnet:
Introducing the Four Elements of Bidel Dehlavi. Ayineh Mirds, 36:
272-229. [In Persian]

Yy


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jpll.32.97.317
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24766925.1403.32.97.22.2
https://system.khu.ac.ir/jpll/article-1-4407-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

