[ Downloaded from system.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-06 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.24766925.1403.32.96.15.3 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jpl1.32.96.63 ]

AR 34 pele Wi
fobad b Ylgd i
U wlub o) 3)%9) b «ola/ylgd» Ml 43 0)ligs (DI

QETCTA RN ERRERVES

ol
0l @8ly (ol g ple o 4z 53 390 )l Sl o oS deliald I e 25 (e |
OUlsley slod 5 degorme (nl (sly 45 (gl ctiw el My el Loy l5/ g i
a5 et O jaody o )b BT 35T g dolials sla s gicaws i o
WIS oo jgee Al e g Jyie a5 leles (o 15 ) o 4Kl 4 IGT L jolae Faig
3l ooy s SS9 dgane oly G9 Wb el (nl e &jpe a5 Wadie
oily (nl pgd e3r A pr 4 3,5 2 Sl Gy Jhsidel &5 ngliws b 58 (B
s L Lol cond 5, g A St ,oa | e el slanasls aldas g blews | (0)ls5)
oo (e Ghariaw 5 Gy GLdig (nl jo el oud @Bly ol Kingly poes b 9,90
&9 Slgzme b 5le Lol wgline (6,55 ( Bu )l (omlid )by 0,Sag, b g 55 ol Aol
5 Olsrcan Ojso il Jeol b cudls ol jo ol aalgs &1l e s alids o)
el ous Slgiig 03y ) (Sl € § 3,09 sline cls3 (sl dyo Slial )

b el b (e 0y (B (les cdolinls 0 Slg dudS

mh_jalalian@tabrizu.ac.ir .|l « 3,5 bl 3l s oliils Sbal slagl; 5 Kim s Lezils *

YFeYIMA o pdy Guyb VFY YV ecdl o &b
AY-FY NP bl 3 QP8 XY Jlw ((o0),ylg5 oK1 B Olosl g ;b dolladgs
(S o Ol 9 ) ) 019 ™) 2919 O%) 9


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jpll.32.96.63
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24766925.1403.32.96.15.3
https://system.khu.ac.ir/jpll/article-1-4314-fa.html

[ Downloaded from system.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-06 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.24766925.1403.32.96.15.3 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jpl1.32.96.63 ]

AV=5Y o NPT olasli 5 5l AF 5,k FF Jlo 03ols5 ol )8 Slusl 5 o) Aolibadgs

Haft-Xwan or Haft-Xan? A new look at the spelling of “xwan/xan”
using a historical linguistics approach

Mohammad Hasan Jalalian Chaleshtari*

Abstract

The Haft-Xwan/Xans of Rostam and Esfandiyar are prominent episodes in
the Shahnameh, which have garnered significant attention throughout the
history of Persian literature. These episodes depict a series of battles
involving warriors. However, there is debate regarding the correct spelling
of the term. Traditionally, most manuscripts of the Shahnameh and other
Persian works use the term “Haft-Xwan.” Nevertheless, some
contemporary researchers argue that the warrior undergoes seven stages in
these battles, leading them to propose an alternative spelling: “Haft-Xan.”
Additionally, some scholars suggest that the second part of the word
(xwan) refers to a feast, as Esfandiyar supposedly celebrates after each
battle. In this article, we explore the accuracy and validity of both opinions,
employing historical linguistics. Our interpretation aligns with the content
of these battle narratives, considering the original form as “Haft-Xwan.”
Furthermore, we propose a new derivation for “xwan”, associating it with
the concept of “battle and struggle.”

Keywords: Shahnameh, xwén, xan, Battle, Station, Historical
Linguistics.

* Associate Professor in Culture and Old Iranian Languages at University of
Tabriz, East Azerbaijan, lran, mh_jalalian@tabrizu.ac.ir
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