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The Role of Grammatical Components in the Linguistic Ambiguity of 

Ghalib Dehlavi’s Ghazals 

 

Hossain Ettehadi 

Abstract 

Ghalib Dehlavi is among the most famous poets of Indian style in the 13th century. 

As noted by some critics, he belongs to the group of poets whose speech is often 

ambiguous and complicated. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the present 

study attempts to clarify the causes of such linguistic ambiguity through analyzing 

the most important part of Ghalib’s works, his collection of Ghazals. The results 

show that creating various descriptive compounds, omitting a part of a sentence, 

and some lexical and syntactic inaccuracies, and specifically, creating conflict 

among words are the most significant components which have led to his speech 

ambiguity. Meanwhile, in terms of their high frequency, using innovative 

compounds and creating conflicts are regarded as features of Ghalib’s style. On 

the other hand, the great desire of the poet to present new and complex themes has 

led him to invent many new nominal, adverbial, and especially descriptive 

compounds.  

Keywords: Ghalib Dehlavi, Ghazals, Grammatical Components, Language, 

Ambiguity. 
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