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Analysis and Symbology of the First Part of The Blind Owl (Bufe
Kur) Using Lacan’s Theory of The Real

Asad Abshirini*

Abstract

The narrative of The Blind Owl (Buf-e Kur) goes through scattered “writings” in
which the “painter” narrator, in captivity from the burden of his “wall of the house”
shoulders through the entire story and tells the “swallowing shadow” of himself.
It is only in the first part of The Blind Owl that the “ethereal girl” “manifests”
through the “ventilation hole” of the closet of the same “house” which is located
“on the other side of the ditch”. In the present study, the psychoanalytic theories
of the French Jacques Lacan, of which language-centeredness is also one of the
basic premises, are effective tools that pave the way for reflection on the linguistic
aspects and related symbols in The Blind Owl. What explanation Lacan’s “The
Real” provides for the progress of the plot of this modern story as well as how the
result of such a view sheds light on the interpretive nature of The Blind Owl and
its prosaic aspects constitute the author’s concerns.

Keywords: Contemporary Literature, Sadegh Hedayat, The Blind Owl (Bufe
Kur), Jacques Lacan, The Real.

*Assistant Professor in Persian Language and Literature at Shahid Chamran
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