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Article type: The historical district of cities is a valuable architectural and urban
heritage, reflecting the cultural, economic, and social dimensions of
the people who, throughout history, have lived in this part of the city
and shaped its cultural identity. These areas have witnessed a decline
Article history: in urban development, and the limited efforts made toward their
Received improvement or reconstruction have been inadequate. The aim of this
analytical research is to explore urban regeneration in the historical
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2023/06/18 (old) fabric of Dezful city. The research method employed in this
Received in revised study is a survey-based approach. The statistical population of the
2024/04/28 present study includes all residents of the historical fabric of Dezful,
Accepted which, according to the latest census by the Statistical Center of Iran,

has a population of approximately 29,277 people. To achieve a logical
2024/05/30 sample size, Cochran's formula was used, resulting in the selection of
Published 384 samples through stratified random sampling. The primary data
2024/06/01 collection tool in this research is a questionnaire; however, due to the

specialized nature of the questionnaire, interview and observation
methods were also utilized to complement the questionnaire data. The
2025/09/23 results derived from the SWOT and QSPM models indicate that, out
of the five final strategies for the regeneration of the historical fabric
of Dezful, the top two strategies belong to offensive strategies.
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urban development, space along the Dez River for green space development and designing
Dezful city. a green corridor along the river and historical fabric can be considered

the most important offensive strategies.
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Introduction

The ancient districts of cities hold unique value and significance within the spatial and
functional structure of urban areas due to their historical antiquity, the presence of
historically valuable elements, their strategic location, and their role as the economic heart
of the city. However, these districts often encounter specific structural and functional
challenges, including inconsistencies between physical form and land use, the presence of
incompatible urban elements, inadequate per capita allocation for essential uses such as
leisure, cultural, and parking spaces, a lack of proper hierarchy in the transportation network,
and the existence of vulnerable and abandoned spaces. Furthermore, the absence of suitable
public spaces to foster social interactions exacerbates these issues. In response to these
challenges, various strategies and theories have been proposed in the theoretical literature
regarding the organization and revitalization of dilapidated and aging urban areas, with the
urban regeneration approach emerging as a comprehensive solution.In this context, the
historic district of Dezful, renowned as the "Brick City," stands out as one of the country's
unique heritage sites. Unfortunately, it has been neglected over time, leading to the
deterioration of this valuable historical area into a worn-out and underutilized district.
Therefore, studying the old district of Dezful and formulating urban development policies
for its historical context is of paramount importance.

Material and Methods

This study is applied in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical and survey-based
methodology. The statistical population consists of all residents of the old district of Dezful,
which, according to the latest 2016 census by the Statistics Center of Iran, totals 29,277
people. To determine a reasonable sample size, Cochran's formula was used, resulting in a
sample size of 384. A stratified random sampling method was applied to ensure
representation from all 28 neighborhoods within the old district of Dezful. The primary data
collection tool was a questionnaire designed to address the research questions using a five-
point Likert scale. The content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by experts and
professors in the fields of management, economics, and urban planning. To assess the
reliability of the research instrument, Cronbach's alpha was calculated, yielding a coefficient
of 0.866, which indicates high reliability. To evaluate the status of research indicators in the
historical district of Dezful, a one-sample t-test was used to determine the significance of
each indicator. Additionally, expert opinions were analyzed and incorporated into the study.
The research process further utilized SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities,
Threats) and QSPM (Quantitative Strategic Planning Matrix) models to analyze and develop
strategic recommendations..

Results and Discussion

The findings from the one-sample t-test analyses indicate that social indicators—including
social security, social education, social participation, and social responsibility—are in
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unfavorable conditions. Regarding economic factors, indicators such as income level,
employment, and the economic affordability of household expenditures similarly reflect
adverse conditions. Among the four physical indicators assessed, only the urban
infrastructure index in the historical district was determined to be in a favorable state.
Furthermore, the examination of environmental indicators influencing the reconstruction of
Dezful's historical district reveals that all three environmental indicators are in unfavorable
conditions. The results derived from the SWOT and QSPM models suggest that a
combination of strategies may be effective in revitalizing the historical district of Dezful,
with aggressive strategies demonstrating the most significant impact.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that aggressive strategies within the Quantitative Strategic Planning
Matrix (QSPM) model were prioritized over other strategic options. The outputs of this
model for the first two strategies stem from an aggressive approach to urban development
policies, particularly focusing on urban regeneration in the historical context of Dezful.
Accordingly, the selected strategies include: the study and design of potential sidewalks
within the historical context, in response to the increasing interest in cultural and historical
tourism (SO9); the utilization of the Dez River space to enhance green areas and design a
green corridor along the river and its historical context (SO3); the establishment of service
facilities, such as parking and vehicle access, in key areas of the historical context (WT9);
the implementation of a participatory approach that emphasizes community involvement
in the management of the historical context to foster social responsibility and public
engagement regarding the significance of these areas (WO1); and the conservation and
restoration of archaeological and historical monuments to protect them from natural and
human threats, addressing the erosion of numerous valuable houses and historical sites in
Dezful (ST3).
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