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Idealism for wurban living necessitates the establishment of
infrastructure and a platform that considers all stakeholders, including
managers, planners, and citizens, regardless of their social and
economic backgrounds, social class, gender, etc. This concept is
encapsulated in the notion of the right to the city. However,
implementing this concept can pose challenges in smaller cities with
more unfavorable conditions. Hence, this research aims to introduce
a model for actualizing the right to the city based on the Analytical
Network Process (ANP) in the rural cities of western Mazandaran.
The current study is categorized as applied research. The statistical
population for this study comprised urban experts (chosen through the
Delphi technique with a sample size of 25). Alongside on-site
observations, information was gathered utilizing the fundamental
maps of the country's mapping organization and studies focusing on
the three cities of Baldeh, Kejur, and Pol (Kham-shahrs in the western
part of Mazandaran province). The Analytical Network Process
(ANP) method was employed to process and analyze the data, leading
to the extraction of a balanced supermatrix using the Super Decision
software. Following various steps, the final priorities of indicators and
options for realizing the right to the city were determined. The results
of the network analysis (ANP) of the dimensions of realizing the right
to the city in the western cities of Mazandaran province indicate that
the physical-biological dimension holds the highest weight and
importance (0.1970). It is trailed by the economic dimension (0.1725)
and the social and cultural dimensions (with a final weight of 0.0847).
Among the criteria for realizing the right to the city in the western
cities of Mazandaran province, the right to self-determination carries
the most significance with a weight of 0.1461, followed by
environmental rights (0.0943) and the right to a sustainable city
economy (0.0840).
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Introduction

Idealism in urban living necessitates the establishment of infrastructure and a comprehensive
platform that takes into consideration all stakeholders of the city, including managers,
planners, and citizens, irrespective of their social and economic backgrounds, social class,
gender, and so on. This notion is embodied in the concept of the right to the city within urban
environments. However, implementing this concept in small cities with challenging
conditions can be more complex. The vision of urban living is a practicality that requires
collaboration and coordination among all individuals and institutions within the city. Given
the potentially harsh conditions in small cities, conducting research in the rural cities of
western Mazandaran can facilitate the enhancement of urban conditions in these areas.
Employing network analysis (ANP) can aid in comprehending the needs and issues of the
city, leading to the development of a model for the realization of the right to the city. This
model will improve citizens' quality of life and contribute to the sustainable development of
the city. With this in mind, the objective of this research is to propose a model for achieving
the right to the city, based on the ANP network analysis process, in the rural cities of western
Mazandaran.

Material and Methods

The current study is classified as applied research due to its primary objective of providing
practical solutions to improve the urban situation. Scientific and technological methods were
employed to gather and analyze data, further supporting its classification as applied research.
The statistical population for this study consisted of urban experts, with a sample size of 25
selected using the Delphi technique. Data collection involved field observations and the
utilization of basic maps from the country's mapping organization, as well as studies on the
three cities of Baldeh, Kajur, and Pol (Kham-shahrs in the west of Mazandaran province).
The Analytical Network Process (ANP) method was utilized for data processing and
analysis, resulting in the extraction of a balanced supermatrix from the Super Decision
software. Through a series of steps, the final priority of indicators and options to enhance the
city's well-being was determined.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the network analysis (ANP) conducted on the dimensions related to the
actualization of the right to the city in the western cities of Mazandaran province indicate
that the physical-biological dimension holds the highest weight and significance, with a
weight of (0.1970). Subsequently, the economic dimension (0.1725) and the social and
cultural dimensions (0.0847) follow suit in terms of importance. Moreover, regarding the
criteria for the realization of the right to the city in the western cities of Mazandaran province,
the self-assignment criterion takes precedence with a weight of (0.1461), while the
environmental rights criterion (0.0943) and the right to livelihood and sustainability in the
city's economy criterion (0.0840) also carry substantial importance.
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Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that, in the rural cities located in the western part of
Mazandaran province, the physical-biological dimension holds greater significance in terms
of realizing the right to the city when compared to other dimensions. This suggests that cities
that exhibit a higher level of vibrancy also tend to offer better living conditions for their
residents. Additionally, the study recognizes the importance of various factors such as the
right to self-determination of the city, environmental rights, the right to livelihood, and the
sustainability of the city's economy in the realization of the right to the city within this
particular region. These insights can prove valuable for officials and decision-makers when
formulating and implementing appropriate programs and policies aimed at enhancing the
urban conditions in the rural cities of the western part of Mazandaran province.
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