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Water scarcity is widely regarded as a fundamental contributor to
underdevelopment and poverty, significantly influencing individuals'
and societies' perceptions of deprivation. This study seeks to elucidate
the relationship between the "feeling of relative deprivation" and
"hydropolitical relations,” particularly in the context of the
Gauvshomar Dam construction process in Lorestan Province. The
primary research question addresses how the absence of dam
construction impacts the development of a sense of relative deprivation
among local populations. Employing a descriptive-analytical research
methodology, this study adopts both quantitative and qualitative
approaches, utilizing documentary and library research alongside field
observations. A questionnaire serves as the primary measurement tool,
with SPSS employed for data analysis. The research indicators
encompass economic, social, cultural, environmental-physical, and
political-security dimensions. Findings indicate that the lack of dam
construction has exacerbated feelings of relative deprivation across
these dimensions, contributing to a general sense of dissatisfaction
among the residents of the study area.
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Introduction

The concept of relative deprivation elucidates how social comparisons can precipitate
outcomes such as anger, deviance, and an increased propensity for aberrant behavior.
Consequently, when the source of deprivation is discerned and accessible, aggression may
emerge as a natural response to alleviate psychological tensions. Furthermore, an
individual's alignment with the prevailing values of society is intrinsically linked to the
presence of justice within that society. The distribution of justice constitutes one of the most
fundamental values in any societal framework, serving as a cornerstone for social cohesion.
In this context, inequalities foster a sense of relative deprivation, which can undermine
solidarity and precipitate social instability. Given these considerations, the phenomenon of
relative deprivation assumes particular significance in the field of political geography. At
critical junctures in a nation's history, neglecting the effects and consequences of relative
deprivation may jeopardize social and national cohesion. This situation arises when
segments of society or specific groups perceive themselves as deprived—whether due to
political motivations or class inequalities—in key dimensions of their existence, resulting in
limited shares in economic, social, political, and cultural spheres. It is evident that
individuals are more likely to respond positively to collective demands when the state meets
their expectations. Therefore, when individuals perceive themselves as discriminated against
in comparison to others due to political, cultural, or social inequalities, it is reasonable to
anticipate that their engagement with authorities in various social, cultural, and especially
lawful political activities will diminish. Instead, they may resort to violent political
participation or political withdrawal. In this context, deprivation encompasses a spectrum of
deficiencies arising from cultural, economic, social, political, and environmental conditions,
which can lead to crises affecting individuals, families, communities, or entire regions.
Primarily, it evokes a lack of access to fundamental human necessities, such as water, food,
healthcare, and housing. These elements are not only essential for human survival but also
critical for societal progress and development. Among these necessities, water stands out as
the source and sustainer of life on Earth, rendering it an invaluable resource. With rapid
population growth, evolving lifestyles, advancements in agriculture and industry, and
consequently escalating demand, no viable substitute for water exists. Sufficient access to
water is a fundamental prerequisite for the development of human societies, and achieving
key developmental objectives—such as poverty eradication, equitable growth, and
environmental protection—is unattainable without addressing water-related challenges.
Thus, it is indisputable that poverty and deprivation are intricately linked to water scarcity,
both of which can underlie the phenomenon of relative deprivation among individuals and
targeted communities. Accordingly, this study investigates the delays and repercussions of
the stalled construction of the Mashourah (Gavshomar) Dam in Lorestan Province, seeking
to address the following research question: To what extent and in what ways does the failure
to construct a dam contribute to the emergence of relative deprivation among the local
population? Ultimately, this research aims to elucidate the relationship between relative
deprivation and hydro-political dynamics.
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Material and Methods

This descriptive-analytical study employs a mixed-methods approach, integrating both quantitative
and qualitative methodologies, and is grounded in documentary-library research as well as field
observations. In the initial phase, interviews were conducted with individuals and experts from
various organizations and sectors pertinent to the research topic, aiming to achieve a thorough and
contextually relevant understanding. The insights gained from these interviews facilitated the
identification of common themes related to the dimensions of the research. Subsequently, based on
these identified themes, questionnaires aligned with the research objectives were developed and
disseminated to rural households. The data collected were then analyzed utilizing SPSS software. In
accordance with the research objectives, hypotheses, and theoretical framework, the independent
variables were categorized into five dimensions: economic, social, cultural, environmental-physical,
and political-security indicators. These dimensions were assessed using a 5-point Likert scale (very
high, high, moderate, low, very low).

Results and Discussion

The results of structural equation modeling (SEM) reveal that the economic index exerts the most
substantial influence on relative deprivation. Both direct and indirect effects on relative deprivation
were found to be most pronounced for this indicator. In the examined population, which comprises
villages adjacent to the Gavshomar (Mashourah) Dam, lower economic conditions are associated
with heightened levels of perceived relative deprivation. This phenomenon may be attributed to the
fact that the majority of residents in these villages endure unfavorable employment and economic
circumstances, positioning this factor as a critical driver of relative deprivation. Subsequent
indicators of influence include social, cultural, political-security, and environmental-physical
dimensions. Nevertheless, statistical analyses indicate that the economic index may also have
ramifications for other indicators. Notably, while the cultural factor is statistically less significant
within the SEM model, it still maintains considerable weight (above 0.5), suggesting a substantial
influence. This may be attributed to the relatively homogeneous cultural landscape across the target
villages, which minimizes cultural disparities. Overall, the findings corroborate the correlations
between dependent and independent variables. Consequently, it can be posited that the delayed
construction of the dam has exacerbated feelings of deprivation across economic, social, cultural,
political-security, and environmental-physical dimensions, collectively intensifying relative
deprivation in the study area.

Conclusion

As Ted Gurr, the pioneer of relative deprivation theory, has articulated, individuals within a specific
social context who are legally entitled to certain resources but are deprived of them for various
reasons may resort to violent civil strife. Consequently, if the local population's efforts to secure the
construction of the dam are thwarted, frustration and dissatisfaction are likely to ensue. In such
scenarios, aggression may emerge as a natural mechanism for alleviating psychological stress,
particularly given that many residents in this region already contend with low economic living
standards. Considering these factors and the potential for violence induced by deprivation, this issue
could, at certain historical junctures, undermine social and national cohesion if its impacts and
repercussions are disregarded. The affected community may perceive itself as politically or
economically marginalized across social, political, and cultural dimensions. Therefore, addressing
these grievances is essential for maintaining stability and preventing escalation.
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