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Factors and stimuli that influence convergence and divergence play a
crucial role in determining the process and quality of national
cohesion. These factors and stimuli are not synonymous; rather, they
are interconnected and mutually influential variables. Understanding
the impact of convergence and national cohesion on overall security is
of utmost importance. This study aims to investigate and analyze the
factors and stimuli that affect national convergence and cohesion in the
southeastern region of the country. Similarly, this article seeks to
address the fundamental question of the primary factors and stimuli
that influence convergence and cohesion among the Baloch people in
the southeast. The research findings indicate that various factors
significantly impact the convergence and divergence of the Baloch
people in the Sistan and Baluchestan province. These factors can be
classified into two categories: internal and external stimuli. The study
underscores the significance of factors such as mutual trust,
decentralization, concentration of industries and decision-making
centers, strengthening ethnic identity in alignment with national
identity, the role of historical documents in promoting national
cohesion, the cultural center of the Baloch people in southeastern Iran,
common social customs, and the positive influence of ethnic and
national elites. Additionally, the study recognizes the influence of
regional political tensions, historical economic ties with neighboring
countries, and the prevalence of border markets with Afghanistan and
Pakistan as significant factors that shape convergence, divergence, and
national cohesion among the Baloch people in the Sistan and
Baluchestan province in the southeast of the country.
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Introduction

Iran is a nation characterized by a population that consists of various imbalanced and
heterogeneous elements. As one moves away from the central region, which is primarily
comprised of the dominant ethnic group, the Shiite Persians, the symbols that bind these
different ethnic groups together are influenced and somewhat weakened. Consequently, in
certain regions of the country where non-Persian and non-Shiite ethnic groups form the
majority and extend beyond Iran's borders, there are crises that pose a threat to the country's
territorial integrity, especially during times when the central government is weakened. The
issue of ethnicities plays a crucial role in the national interest of any country. In the modern
era, one of the prerequisites for a nation's development is the promotion of cohesion and
public participation to foster unity among different ethnicities, religions, and minority
groups. In the province of Sistan and Baluchestan, which is located near unstable countries
like Afghanistan and Pakistan and faces various economic challenges and droughts,
numerous factors contribute to instability. The tangible manifestations of this instability in
the region include drug trafficking, smuggling of goods and fuel, armed robbery, kidnapping,
roadblocks, banditry, and a lack of individual and collective security in political, economic,
cultural, and religious domains.

Material and Methods

This research is classified as applied research due to its objective, which is to analyze and
propose solutions for the convergence and national cohesion of the Baloch people in the
southeastern part of the country. In terms of its nature and methodology, it can be categorized
as descriptive research as it aims to describe and interpret current conditions and processes.
An important feature of descriptive research is the utilization of formal and standardized data
collection tools, which in this case, involves secondary and documentary data. The primary
methods employed for data collection in this research are documentary and library-based.
Consequently, this research adopts a descriptive and library/documentary approach with an
applied nature in order to examine and analyze the factors and drivers influencing the
convergence and national cohesion of the Baloch people in the southeastern part of the
country.

Results and Discussion

The research findings, derived from the studies and knowledge acquired from the region
under investigation, suggest that various factors and motivators have a significant impact on
the national cohesion and unity of the Baloch people in southeastern Iran. The identification
and analysis of these factors play a crucial role in safeguarding Iran's internal and external
security, particularly in the southeastern region.
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The results indicate that two categories of factors and motivators have an influence on the
national cohesion and unity of the Baloch people in southeastern Iran, which can be classified
as internal and external factors. The findings reveal that internal factors such as mutual trust
and satisfaction among individuals, decentralization of industries and decision-making
centers, the strengthening of ethnic identity within the framework of national identity, the
role of higher-level documents in national cohesion, the historical continuity of the Baloch
and Sistan-Baluchestan province with Iran, shared social customs, and the positive and
influential role of ethnic and national elites of this ethnic group and province are some of the
most significant factors that impact the national cohesion and unity of the Baloch people in
southeastern Iran.On the other hand, external factors such as the transnational expansion of

ethnic groups, including the Baloch people, in southeastern Iran and the cultural centrality
of the Baloch people in this region, regional de-escalation policies, historical and commercial
economic relations with neighboring countries, the prevalence of modern border bazaars
with Afghanistan and Pakistan, as well as the harsh ethnic policies towards the Baloch and
Sistani people in neighboring countries, are the most important external factors that influence
the national cohesion and unity of the Baloch people in Sistan-Baluchestan province and
southeastern Iran.

Conclusion

Understanding the impact of convergence and national coherence on overall security is of
paramount importance. This study was undertaken to investigate and analyze the factors and
stimuli that affect national convergence and coherence in the southeastern region of the
country. Similarly, this article aims to address the fundamental question regarding the most
significant factors and stimuli influencing convergence and coherence among the Baloch
people in the southeast. The research findings indicate that various factors significantly
influence the convergence and divergence of the Baloch people in the Sistan and Baluchestan
province. These factors can be categorized into two groups: internal and external stimuli.
The study sheds light on the significance of factors such as mutual trust, decentralization,
the concentration of industries and decision-making centers, the strengthening of ethnic
identity in alignment with national identity, the role of historical documents in promoting
national cohesion, the cultural center of the Baloch people in southeastern Iran, common
social customs, and the positive influence of ethnic and national elites. Additionally, the
study acknowledges the impact of regional political stress, historical economic ties with
neighboring countries, and the prevalence of border markets with Afghanistan and Pakistan
as significant factors shaping convergence, divergence, and national cohesion among the
Baloch people in the Sistan and Baluchestan province in the southeast of the country.
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