[ Downloaded from system.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.25.76.10

Journallof/Applied/Researches!in

GeographicaliSciences

PrintISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
https://jgs.khw.ac.ir/

Geopolitical analysis of the collapse of empires

Syros Ahmadi Nohdani!®, Aziz Nasirzadeh?, Reyhane Saleh Abadi®

1. Corresponding author, Assistant Professor of Political Geography, Department of Geography, Faculty of Humanities,
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: sashmadi@modares.ac.ir
2. Ph.D. student of Political Geography, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: sahmadi@gmail.ir

3. Ph.D. in Political Geography, Faculty of Human Sciences, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: Reyhane.salehabadi@modares.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received
2021/06/15
Received in revised
2021/08/24
Accepted
2022/06/25
Pre-Published
2022/06/25
Published online
2025/03/21

Keywords:
Geopolitics.
Collapse,
Empire.

When empires and great nations decline, there are many interrelated
reasons involved in. Empires are considered to be powerful entities in
the world, and via historical surveys, one can identify several
important empires that have existed in different eras. Geopolitical
knowledge and its constituent concepts (power, politics, and space)
are closely associated with empires and can be explored from this
perspective. The aim of this research is to conduct a geopolitical
investigation of the collapse of empires. The research deal with the
geopolitical factors contributing to the collapse of empires such as
Persia, Rome, Byzantium, Ottoman, Britain, Russia, Spain, and Arab
countries, using a descriptive-analytical method and field research.
The statistical population consists of 50 specialists and experts in the
field of geopolitical studies. The Dimtel method has been utilized to
test the conceptual model of the research. The findings demonstrate
that variables such as the incompetence and capriciousness of rulers,
the collapse of the domestic economy, the extravagance and
corruption of the governing class, oppression and slavery, and internal
rebellions have a high level of interaction and a strong systemic
connection with other variables. In other words, when a country faces
these challenges in terms of its leadership and governance, it becomes
unable to effectively address other problems caused by these factors,
leading to a crisis and the eventual collapse of the empire.
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| Extended Abstract |

Introduction

An empire is an independent country that consists of several territories and peoples under a
single ruling authority, often an emperor. A state can be considered a kingdom by a narrow
definition through having an emperor, or by a broader definition as a whole territory under
the rule of a superior authority such as the Roman Empire. An empire can be made up of
only contiguous regions, such as the Austro-Hungarian Empire or the Russian Empire, or it
can include territories far away from the empire's "home" country, such as a colonial empire
(Doyle, 2018: 5). The concept of empire is associated with other concepts such as
imperialism, colonialism, and globalization. Imperialism refers to the creation and
maintenance of unequal relations between nations, and not necessarily the politics of a
country headed by an emperor. Empire is often used as a term to describe dissatisfaction with
prevailing situations. There are two main ways to create and maintain an imperial political
structure: 1) as a territorial empire through direct conquest and control of land, or 2) as a
coercive, hegemonic empire through indirect conquest and control of power (Immerwahr,
2019: 25).

Material and Methods

The research method is documentary, analytical, and survey-based. The main topic of
research is the geopolitical analysis of the collapse of empires. While reviewing the
characteristics of empires throughout history, data obtained from theoretical studies, research
projects, historical records, and related documentary reports have been examined and basic
information has been collected and classified. As the decline of empires is a systemic and
integrated concept, Dimtel's technique was used to determine the cause and effect
relationships between the variables.

Results and Discussion

When empires and great nations decline, there are many reasons that are interrelated. No
nation or government can survive in silence. These characteristics must be renewed by each
generation and sometimes within a generation. The following factors are considered
regarding the decline of empires: In Persia, the decline began after the empire experienced
great prosperity. It seems that wealth can also have a dark and negative side. The values of
a nation are formed based on the values of individuals. As soon as Pers achieved prosperity
and intellectual sophistication, it approached the slope of its decline period. The five signs
of the declining Roman culture are: 1) The concern of displaying wealth instead of producing
it. 2) Extreme attention to sexual issues and deviations 3) Turning creative and original art
into a strange and exaggerated phenomenon 4) The huge difference between the rich and the
poor 5) Increasing demand to leave the country. It is the same with empires when it comes
to conquests and lands. When rulers are never satisfied with their possessions and always
strive to satisfy their sense of self-praise. In the city of Rome and its surrounding areas,
ordinary people were suffering from living in a country where the government is more
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interested in discovering other horizons than their table. The class gap between the common
people and the rich was getting deeper. As it did centuries later in Africa, Britain, and the
Americas, slavery contributed greatly to the Roman economy but did little for the working
class. After that, there was chaos and revolution which was suppressed by the army. This
was right around the time Rome was changing from a republic to an empire. The emperors,
who were concerned about their personal safety and peace among the people, degraded
themselves to such an extent that they found it expedient to disrupt the order, and this caused
them to be afraid of the preservation of their kingdom and the enemy; The military power of
the government decreased and finally, the army was dissolved by the party institutions of
Constantinople. The Byzantine Empire was a theocracy and history has shown that when a
religion is institutionalized and imposed on people, it loses its power and vitality. The
challenge of every country is to allow religion to function freely without giving it "official"
status; Genuine faith manifests itself without the aid of the state, but also without the
opposition of the state, religion is an unstoppable force for good.

Conclusion

The most important factor in the collapse of empires is the collapse of the domestic economy.
For example, it can be said that while the industrial revolution swept Europe in the 1700s
and 1800s, the Ottoman economy was still dependent on agriculture. According to Michael
A. Reynolds, Associate Professor of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton University, this
empire lacked the factories and workshops to keep pace with Britain, France, and even
Russia. As a result, the economic growth of the Ottoman Empire was poor, and the
agricultural surpluses it created were used to pay off loans to European creditors. When the
First World War came, the Ottoman Empire did not have the ability to produce heavy
weapons, ammunition, iron, and steel needed to build railways and support the war. We can
also mention the Roman Empire, which even when Rome was attacked by foreign forces,
was collapsing from within due to a severe financial crisis. Continuous wars and high
expenses had emptied the royal coffers to a significant extent, and high taxes and inflation
had increased the gap between the rich and the poor. At the same time, the empire faced a
labor shortage. Rome's economy depended on slaves to work its fields and work as artisans,
and its military power traditionally provided a new influx of conquered peoples for work.
But when its expansion stopped in the second century, the supply of slaves and other Roman
war treasures began to die out. Therefore, the economic factor can be considered the most
important factor in the collapse of empires, which with its multifaceted function and affecting
other aspects such as the reduction of tax revenue, the increase of the class gap, ethnic
dissatisfaction, and weakness in maintaining the military and government structure, has
caused instability in the old empires and as a result marked their decline.
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