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A sense of belonging to an environment is an emotional connection
that takes place between people and the external environment. Many
studies have shown that the existence of this connection and its
deepening between the person and the environment has a significant
role in promoting the physical environment and the emergence of
positive social behaviors. Therefore, recognizing the sense of
belonging and the factors affecting it and ways to improve it is one of
the issues that can lead to the improvement of living conditions and
physical environment. Among the many factors that affect the sense of
belonging, the time factor as one of these factors can be effective from
two perspectives; Duration of residence and age of the environment.
In this study, while researching the effect of each of these factors on
the sense of belonging of residents, a comparison between these two
factors and the intensity of the effect of each on the sense of belonging
has been done. The present study is applied in terms of purpose and
descriptive-analytical in terms of method. In order to collect the
required data and information, library and field methods and
questionnaire tools were used. The statistical population of the study
consists of citizens living in the six studied neighborhoods in Zanjan.
The sample size was estimated to be 300 people using the Cochran's
formula. SPSS software was used to analyze the data. The results
showed that the sense of belonging in the study areas is moderate to
low. The results also showed that the duration of residence and the age
of the environment have a positive and significant effect on the sense
of spatial belonging and its components. Among the variables, the
effect of the environment variable on the sense of spatial belonging is
greater than the length of stay, so that the age of the environment
predicts 27.1% of the variance of the variable of spatial belonging.
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Introduction

The persistence of uninspiring, monotonous, low-quality, inhuman, and meaningless urban
spaces is a defining characteristic of contemporary cities. Currently, inappropriate urban
development and the erosion of sense of place and attachment have significantly altered
individuals' feelings and perceptions of their environments. In many instances, modifications
to the physical environment, land use, and activities have resulted in a loss of values and
meaning . The consequences of these developments include the creation of artificial and
dehumanized environments, a diminished sense of place, reduced social cohesion and
participation, and a decrease in residents' motivation to remain in these areas. Consequently,
there is an urgent need to focus on enhancing the sense of place .Accordingly, this research

seeks to analyze the factors influencing the sense of place and to address the following
guestions: What is the relationship between the sense of place and the temporal component?
Is there a correlation between the duration of residents' stay in a location and their sense of
belonging? Finally, what impact does the age of neighborhoods exert on the sense of place?

Material and Methods

This research is applied in nature with respect to its objectives and employs a survey
methodology. Theoretical information was obtained through document and library research,
while empirical data pertinent to the study area were gathered by administering and
completing questionnaires composed of closed-ended questions and a Likert scale. To
examine the effects of neighborhood age and length of residence on residents' sense of
belonging, six neighborhoods in Zanjan were selected for this investigation. These
neighborhoods—Sabze Meydan, Saadi, Kooche Meshki, Ansarieh, Karmandan, and
Golshahr—exhibit varying ages and are situated in the historical, mid, and new sections of
Zanjan. The statistical population for this study consisted of individuals aged 18 and over
residing in the selected neighborhoods, amounting to a total population of 18,432. The
sample size was calculated using Cochran's formula in conjunction with the number of
residents in each neighborhood. A total of 300 questionnaires were prepared for distribution
among these six neighborhoods, specifically allocating 50 questionnaires each for Sabze
Meydan, Saadi, Kooche Meshki, Ansarieh, Karmandan, and Golshahr.

Results and Discussion

A sense of belonging to an environment is defined as the emotional connection that develops
between individuals and their surroundings. Research has established the critical importance
of this connection in promoting a positive physical environment and encouraging favorable
social behaviors. Therefore, it is essential to comprehend the factors that influence this sense
of belonging and to identify strategies for its enhancement in order to improve living
conditions and the physical environment.
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This study examines the impact of two temporal factors—duration of residence and the age
of the environment—on residents' sense of belonging. The objective is to compare the
relative significance of these factors in relation to this important aspect of human-
environment interaction. The study employs an applied research approach and utilizes a
descriptive-analytical methodology. Data collection was conducted through both literature
review and fieldwork, with questionnaires serving as the primary data collection instrument.
The study population consisted of residents from six selected neighborhoods in Zanjan, and
a sample size of 300 participants was determined using Cochran's formula. Data analysis
was performed using SPSS software.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that the overall sense of belonging among residents in the studied areas
was moderate to low. Both the duration of residence and the age of the environment were
found to exert a positive and statistically significant influence on the sense of spatial
belonging and its constituent components. However, the age of the environment
demonstrated a more substantial impact on the sense of spatial belonging in comparison to
the length of stay. Notably, the age of the environment accounted for 27.1% of the variance
in spatial belonging .These two sections provide a succinct and informative overview of the

research, encompassing the background, methodology, key findings, and conclusions.
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