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Beauty is among the most sublime human needs. Since the time
humans began building cities, they have paid attention to the sense of
aesthetics. The purpose of this research is to conduct a comparative
evaluation of two neighborhoods, Golestan and Moradab, as the two
most well-off and least well-off neighborhoods in Karaj city, in terms
of the aesthetic indicators of urban space. The research method is
descriptive-analytical and data collection on 14 selected components
related to the aesthetics of the urban environment was carried out by
direct observation and using an evaluation checklist. Descriptive
statistics parameters were used to analyze and compare the aesthetic
level of the two neighborhoods, and zoning maps were drawn in the
geographic information system and calculations and analysis were
performed on the relevant descriptive tables to analyze spatial
inequalities. Considering the evaluation of the indicators in the range
of 1-10 points and assigning a higher point to a higher level of
aesthetics, the findings showed that the average figure of the total
indicators in Golestan neighborhood is 6.31 and in Moradab
neighborhood is 2.57. Also, in Golestan neighborhood, the median
figure is 6.43 and the first quartile figure is 4, while in Moradab
neighborhood these figures are 1.78 and 1, respectively. Spatial
analysis of the zoning map showed that in Golestan neighborhood, in
terms of total indicators, there are no areas that are at the "very low"
and "low" levels in terms of aesthetics, while in Mardab neighborhood,
there are no areas at the "high™ and "medium-high" levels. It can be
concluded that Golestan neighborhood is at a high level in terms of
aesthetic indicators and there is a lot of spatial inequality within and
between the two studied neighborhoods.
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Introduction

Currently, aesthetics and its constituent indicators are recognized as critical components in
the investigation and evaluation of environmental quality, given their influence on societal
satisfaction and emotional well-being (Ahmad Nia & Alpar Atun, 2016). Since the inception
of urban development, humans have been attentive to spiritual needs and aesthetic
sensibilities (Newman et al., 2008). The presence of an aesthetically displeasing urban

landscape significantly affects the emotions, experiences, and overall mood of its residents,
leading to responses such as fatigue, monotony, nervous tension, stress, and various health
complications. Conversely, cities characterized by a favorable visual environment can
enhance the aesthetic experiences of their inhabitants, improve the community's self-
perception, and foster civic pride. Improvements to the city's image on both national and
international stages can attract increased investment and strengthen creative sectors. This
research aims to assess the components that signify the beauty of the urban environment in
the Golestan and Moradab neighborhoods of Karaj. It is structured around the following
research questions: What spatial inequalities exist in aesthetic indicators within the study

areas? To what extent do the aesthetic indices of the urban environment in the Golestan and
Moradab neighborhoods of Karaj city manifest?

Material and Methods

The evaluation indicators include 14 components of the beauty of the urban environment,
which are selected according to the research literature and based on the most frequent cases
used by researchers. They are adaptted to the spatial and temporal conditions of the study
area. A checklist has is used to measure the components. The method was such that the
researcher visited each part twice in a day and a nigh to evaluated the determined indicators
in 93 selected points. The evaluation is done in the ranges betweenl to 10. The average of
two values for each point are taken into consideration. In order to analyze and compare the
aesthetic level of the two neighborhoods, descriptive statistics parameters are used. Also, to
provide the possibility of spatial analysis by using zoning maps,the evaluation of each point
are entered into the Geographical Information System (GIS) with its UTM coordinates. The
Google Earth is used to be obtained the coordinates. By using the Interpolation Kriging tool
in the GIS, zoning maps are produced and analyzed.

.Results and Discussion

According to the evaluation range of 10 = the most favorable and 1 the most unfavorable
situation, the average number of aesthetic indices in Moradab neighborhood is 2.57 and in
Golestan neighborhood is 6.31, which indicates that the aesthetic condition of Golestan
neighborhood is better than that of Moradab neighborhood. In Moradab, 8 indicators are at
"low level". On the contrary, in Golestan, 6 indicators are at "high level™. The "high™ level
of aesthetics in Golestan consists of 6 indicators, but none of the total 14 indicators are in
this situation in Moradab. On the contrary, at the "very low" level, Golestan has no
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indicators, while in Moradab, 4 indicators are in this situation. Also, in each of the "high
average", "low average" and "low" levels, the number of indicators in Golestan is 3, 2, and
3, respectively, and in Moradab, 1, 1, and 8, respectively. In Golestan, the indicators of
"human scale”, "peace and comfort", "spatial pleasure”, "naturalism and organic design”,
"wear and tear" and "lighting" respectively show the most favorable situation. In this
neighborhood, the indicators of “protection of historical monuments”, "traditional
architectural style" and "repair" have been evaluated at the lowest aesthetic levels,
respectively. In Muradab, the relatively favorable state of aesthetics is assigned only to the
index of "naturalism and organic design".In Golestan, there are no areas that are at "very
low" and "low" levels of aesthetics, while in Mardab, there are no areas at "high" and
"average" levels.. More than half of the area of Golestan has been evaluated at the "high"

level. In Moradab, nearly half of the area has been assessed at the "low" level.

Conclusion

It is concluded that overall, the aesthetic indicators of Golestan neighborhood have a much
better relative situation compared to Moradab neighborhood. The findings of this study prove
the role of natural landscapes and especially urban green space in the aesthetics of urban
space. On the other hand, the most ugliness of the urban space is related to those that humans
create against the path of nature. As the most imperfections are determined in the appearence
of buildings. In the same way, the lack of cultural heritage elements can play a role as a facet
of the ugliness of the urban environment. In space formation in the conditions of poverty,

elemental beauty is, if not neglected, at least unimportant. Hence, the implementation of
many improvement and renovation projects in Moradab has improved the indicators of the
guality of life but its impact on the aesthetics of the urban environment are weak. Therefore,
apart from nature, capital is the main actor in the beauty of the environment. The first steps
should be taken only in the light of attracting private sector capital, which can be done
initially by facilitating commercial constructions.
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