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Fig. 1. A) Water leakage from under the dam, and B) Water leakage from the left abutment of Gharetikan
dam.
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Table 1. Specifications of the joint study stations at the Gharetikan dam site.
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Fig. 2. A) The location of the Gharetikan dam’s boreholes ,B) profile of the Lugeon changes in the
exploratory boreholes in three different directions.
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Fig. 3. A) Geological map of the study area (Prepared from the 1:100,000 map of the Geological survey of

Iran), B) the Gharetikan dam’s Construction and the location of the joints study stations, and C) Geological
profile in AB trend.
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Fig. 4. The performance of three fault systems on the left side of the Gharetikan dam.
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Fig. 5. A) The diagram of the extension of fault systems G1, G2 and G3 in the central part of the study area
(in the Sarroud fault zone in the Sarroud anticline), B) The Sarroud fault zone (green area) and the curvature
of the Sarroud anticline in the place where it collides with the south-western continuation of the Sarroud fault
zone (view towards the north-west, almost in line with the axis of the anticline).
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Fig. 6. The sterionet of the joints in Gharetikan region along with rose diagrams, the number of joints, and the sterionet of
each station.
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Fig. 7. The opening of the joints in the stations of Gharetikan Dam.
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Table 2. The behavior of the rock mass against the water pressure in the Lugeon tests of the Gharetikan dam
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Fig. 8. Lugeon zoning map of the Gharetikan dam axis.
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(view to the north), and B) Karst valley downstream of the dam (view to the east).
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Fig. 10. Prepared maps for the effective layers in karst development in the Gharetikan region using AHP
method: A) Joints and fractures, B) Distance from rivers C) Topography (altitude), D) Slope, E) Lithology
(carbonate and non-carbonate formations) F) Rainfall, G) Slope direction, H) Isothermal, and 1) Land use
(vegetation).
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Abstract
Due to the complex hydrogeology of karst areas, the sealing of dams in such areas is more

difficult, time-consuming and expensive, and the possibility of water leaksge is higher. After the
dewatering of the Gharetikan dam and appearance of downstream springs and the leakage of
water from the abutment of the Tirgan limestone formation, the possibility of karst development
is considered to be the most important problem of this dam. In this article, the potential of karst
development in the area and supports of the Gharetikan Dam has been studied by carrying out
geological studies, structural geology and joint studies, geotechnical permeability and analysis
hierarchy method (AHP).. The results show that about 14.6% of the Gharetikan dam area has a
high potential for karst development. The area of Gharetikan dam area is affected by the Sarroud
fault zone system, which has caused the collapse of the left side of the dam axis. The joint studies
in the abutment of Gharetikan dam show three main types of joints. Two groups of joints are
located at the intersection with the dam axis and the slope of the other group of joints is towards
the dam basin. The investigating of Lugeon permeability tests in the dam construction shows that
the highest permeability can be seen in the left abutment with turbulent flow, and then under the
river bed with linear and turbulent flow, but there is no permeability in the right abutment. And
the flow is mostly linear. According to the structural-conceptual model prepared from the location
of the Gharetikan dam, to the location of the dam axis in the Sarroud fault system, and the amount
opening and the slope direction of the joints in each station, it is expected that the amount of water
leakage and escape and the possibility of karst development from the left side and the bed of the
dam will be more than the right side of the dam.

Keywords: Gharetikan dam, karst, structural geology, geotechnic, AHP.

Introduction
Due to the complex hydrogeology, the sealing of dams that built in karstic areas is more difficult,
expensive, and time-consuming. Therefore, it is very necessary to investigate the potential of karst
development in the area of dam . In Iran, a large number of dams (such as Lar, Maron, Seymareh,
Karun, Kosar and Salman Farsi dams) were built in karstic areas and they have the problem of water

*Corresponding author: mohammadzadeh@um.ac.ir
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/JEG.2023.17.4.1019011
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leakage (Milanovic, 2018). The Gharetikan dam was built near the Kalat city on the Gharetikan river.
After the impoundment of the Gharetikan dam and the appeance of springs downstream, the
possibility of karst development due the outflow of water from faults, joints and fracture, is the most
important problem of this dam.

Materials and methods

In this research, geological studies, aerial photography and remote sensing, field structural survey (in
8 stations), and the study of karst phenomena in the region were carried out. Considering the direct
relationship between Lugeon test and the degree of openness and permeability of the rock masses,
and in turn on the potential of karstification and dissolution, the geotechnical permeability were
estimated using the data of 20 exploratory drilling Lugeon tests and the Lugeon zoning map for the
dam construction was prepared (Qalibaf Mohammadabadi, 2017). Also, in order to investigate the
potential of Kkarst development, the different raster maps for each parameter affecting karst
development and then the karst development potential zoning map was prepared in GIS platform
using Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) method (Mohammadzadeh et al., 2023). Finally, by using
the obtained results, a conceptual-structural model was developed for the location and the karst
abutments of the Gharetikan dam.

Results and Discussion

The Gharetikan dam is located in the Kepe Dagh basin and the Tirgan limestone formation, as the
main formation in the hydraulic connection, can be seen under the dam body and in the bottom of the
dam reservoir as well as in downstream. A highly weathered and fractured grey shaleis also exposed
on the Tirgan formation. The area of Gharetikan dam is influenced by Sarroud fault zone, with the
northeast-southwest direction, which has three main fault systems: 1) the reverse fault group, with a
trend parallel to the axis of the Sarroud anticline, which can be seen in the limestone of the Tirgan
formation at the dam abutment on both sides; 2) the second group of faults are perpendicular to the
axis of the dam, which bent the layers of the Tirgan formation on the left side; and 3) the third group
of left strike-slip faults which caused the collapse of the left flank of the dam axis. The Gharetikan
dam is located along the E30S direction, and the rose diagrams shows the general trend of E10N for
the joints in the area. In general, three main types of joints can be observed in the abutment of the
dam. Two groups of joints are at the intersection with the axis of the dam cause water flow out.
However, it is not expecting much water to come out in joint set whose slope is towards the dam
basin. In upstream stations located in the Sarcheshme formation, two sets of joints (parallel and
perpendicular to the layering) can be seen, however. water can flow from the perpendicular one. The
dominant dip of the joints in the left flank, right flank, and in bed are towards outside (north), inside
and outside (east/northeast) the reservoir, respectively. Therefore, the amount of water leakage from
the bed and the left side of the dam is much greater than the right side of the dam.

By drawing the Lugeon permeability tests variations profiles in exploratory wells, the permeability
and flow path can be determined to some extent. All three boreholes, on the left side of the dam, have
more permeability in almost the same rock mass level. Also, under the river bed up to 15 meters
depth, there is another path of flow and water leakage. But there is no permeability in the right
abutment and the water flow is not predictable. It can also be seen in the zoning map of Lugeon that
there is a crushed zone under the overflow and at the end of the left wing. Examining the flow-time
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graphs in borehole Lugeon tests shows that in the right abutment, the flow is mostly linear, and in the
bed, in addition to the linear behavior, the flow is turbulent. In the left abutment, the turbulent
behavior of the flow is more compared to the right abutment, and the flow is less linear, but the
opening occurs with increasing pressure.

The karst development potential zoning of the Gharetikan region, prepared using AHP method (Fig.
1), indicate that about 14.6% of the Gharetikan dam area (748 Kmz2), which covered by Tirgan and
Mozdooran formations in the east, west and southwest of the region, have a high potential in karst
development. The most important karstic features in the region are in the forms of dissolution karsts
(Karen, karstic valleys and caves) in Tirgan formation.
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Fig. 1. Karst development potential zoning map of the Gharetikan region

Conclusion

The results indicate the existence of leakage from the abutments and a high potential for karstification
in the area of the Gharetikan Dam. As a result of compressive forces perpendicular to the axis of folds
and faults in the region, the stratigraphy of the Tirgan Formation has a dip of about 20 degrees towards
the reservoir. Under the influence of this stress, reverse faults have developed on the left side of the
dam, creating joints and cracks in the Tirgan Formation down to a depth of 90 meters. On the right
side of the dam, at a depth of 45-60 meters, and in the riverbed, at a depth of 0-15 meters, there is a
high number of lugeons, indicating high permeability and the possibility of karst development.
Despite the extensive fractures of the Tirgan limestone formation, the dam's impoundment and the
consequent increase in water level and hydraulic pressure behind the dam will increase the dissolution
and the possibility of karst development.
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