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Abstract

Background and Aim: Knowledge translation (KT) is one of the newest concepts introduced
in the realm of production and use of scientific knowledge. In medicine and healthcare re-
search fields, KT reads as needs assessment procedures, producing effective knowledge, tak-
ing into account all types of audiences, knowledge synthesis and appraisal, and monitoring
sustained knowledge use. This research aimed to give a description of KT and assess its ef-
fectiveness in medical fields research.

Methods: Description of KT was provided using available literature and ideas from some KT
researchers. KT effectiveness was examined through interviewing with some specialists in
the KT field and conducting a type of synthesis namely scoping review. Using keyword in-
quires relevant research were retrieved from several online databases and of 316 collected
English articles published between 2008-2017, 22 articles were included. Selection of articles
was based on PRISMA recommendations and flowchart. Findings were analyzed through
C+M=0 model.

Results: Initially, various dimensions of KT such as its backgrounds, parallel names,
knowledge synthesis, knowledge hierarchy, and some other disputed issues were described.
Synthesis of reviewed research confirmed KT’s general effectiveness so that of 22 analyzed
articles only 3 did not support effectiveness of KT. Education was the major intervention
used.

Conclusion: KT has received attentions mainly from Western countries like Canada and the
US, though, there are raised uncertainties as if it is just a reinforcement of previous strategies
adopted for the research area.

Keywords: Knowledge translation, Effectiveness, Medical field, Systematic review, Scoping
Review
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