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Benefiting from the Function of Hidden Curriculum in the
Development of Critical Thinking among University Students

Mehdi Sobhaningjad, Mina Ahmadian

Abstract

Acquiring the skills involved in critical thinking, in the process of official
curriculum, cannot guarantee the development of these skills, and
consequently, their application in different situations. Therefore, one of the
most useful steps with this regard is the enhancement of the attitudinal aspects
of critical thinking, paying attention to the function of hidden curriculum in
higher education something, which could be in the opposite direction to
official curriculum. Thus, the present study, by benefiting from the method of
documentary analysis, while clarifying the position of hidden curriculum in
higher education and studying its relation to critical thinking, offers the
analysis of the apparatus of effects and the use of hidden curriculum in the
development of critical thinking. With this regard, it is discussed that the
function of hidden curriculum in higher education is due to the fluctuation in
the official curriculum, which by itself is due to lack of a complete legislation
of this program in higher education, relation between hidden curriculum and
the dimension of critical thinking and attention paid to hidden curriculum in
liberal education with an inclination towards critical thinking. In addition, the
hidden curriculum, developed out of a dialectical methodology is studied to

investigate the development of critical thinking of the learners.

Keywords. Hidden Curriculum, Critical Thinking, Students, Higher
Education.
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