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A Reflection on the Montessori, Waldorf, and Bank Street

Curriculum Patterns in Three Areas; Child Agency, Assessment
and Learning Environment

M. Kiyani

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to
examine the patterns of Montessori, Waldorf,
and Bank Street in three axes; the type of view
of the child and his / her agency, children's
evaluation, and the quality of the educational
environment using the descriptive-analytical
method. The statistical population of this
research was the existing documents and
researches in the field of early childhood
education, especially the researches related to
the three discussed axes and triple patterns.
Also, the document study method was used to
collect data, and the text analysis method was
used to analyze the information. Findings of
this research in the first axis in all three models
indicate the uniqueness, ability, agency, and
competence of the child in constructing and
transmitting meanings, emphasizing hearing
the child's voice and following it by educators
and adults. The second axis also emphasizes
the child's well-being and her active
participation in monitoring her learning and
achievements, and in this regard, the
evaluation process is aimed at developing
children's sense of agency. According to the
third axis, the environment is a key element in
the quality of children's development and
learning, and to some extent in the
development of children's sense of agency.
Key words: child agency, evaluation,
educational environment, early childhood
curriculum patterns, Bank Street pattern,
Waldorf pattern, Montessori pattern.
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miniature adult, the adult-in-training, the child as commodity, the child as victim, the agentic child
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1- hands on- materials

2- Lillard

- Emil Molt (1876-1936), industrialist who initiated the first Waldorf School
for his workers’ children in Stuttgart.

4- Education encyclopedia: Retrived from:
https://education.stateuniversity.com/collection/10/Encyclopedia-
Education.html

5- Edwards

6- anthroposophic

- Goldshmidt
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2- Centre for Equity and Innovation in Early Childhood
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4- Mashford-Scott
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